
RIVER BEND COMMUNITY UNIT SCHOOL DISTRICT #2
1110 3RD STREET

FULTON, IL 61252
BOARD OF EDUCATION

MINUTES OF THE BUDGET HEARING AND REGULAR SEPTEMBER BOARD MEETING

River Bend Community Unit School District #2 September 16, 2019

The Budget Hearing and Regular Meeting of the Board of Education of River Bend Community Unit 
School District #2, Whiteside County, Illinois, were held on September 16, 2019, at Fulton High School.

Mary Simmons was appointed Secretary Pro-Tem.

President Portz called the Budget Hearing to order at 6:30 P.M.  Upon Roll Call by the Secretary Pro-
Tem the following members were present:  Chris Barnett, Jane Orman-Luker, Dan Portz, Jay Ritchie, and 
Mary Simmons.  Absent: Eric Fish and Andy Meyers.  Others present:  Darryl Hogue, Superintendent and 
Virginia Petersen, Recording Secretary.  

President Portz led all present in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

President Portz welcomed all visitors including:  Adam DeVoss and Jeff Pecoraro.  Principals:  
Robert Gosch, Jeffrey Hoese, and Kathleen Schipper.  Assistant Principal/AD:  Patrick Henrekin.  Media:  
Winona Whitaker, Clinton Herald and Jerry Lindsey, Fulton Journal.  Paula Ensinger, RBEA.

President Portz asked for questions and comments from the public or the Board regarding the budget.  
Dr. Hogue indicated the changes to the budget since August are the addition of the mini-van in the Education 
Fund and an increase in Transportation Fund from adding the van driver’s salaries due to the Pre-school 
grant not being funded by the state.  The $182,000 deficit is primarily due to the spending down Health Life 
Safety Fund and the extra Bond payment.  The Transportation Fund will have to be closely monitored.

There being no further discussion it was moved by Member Orman-Luker, seconded by Member 
Barnett, to adjourn the FY 2020 budget hearing at 6:37 P.M.  Roll Call:

Member Barnett, yea Member Ritchie, yea
Member Orman-Luker, yea Member Simmons, yea
Member Portz, yea

Motion Carried.

President Portz called the Regular Meeting to order at 6:38 P.M.  Upon Roll Call by the Secretary 
Pro-Tem the following members were present:  Chris Barnett, Jane Orman-Luker, Dan Portz, Jay Ritchie, 
and Mary Simmons.  Absent: Eric Fish and Andy Meyers.  Others present:  Darryl Hogue, Superintendent 
and Virginia Petersen, Recording Secretary.  

Additions to the agenda:  There were no additions to the agenda.  

It was moved by Member Orman-Luker, seconded by Member Simmons, to approve the agenda as 
presented.  Voice vote, all yea, motion carried.

Paula Ensinger informed the Board that the RBEA had nothing to report.

President Portz asked if anyone would like to speak as part of public forum.  There was no public 
comment.
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Mr. Hoese reported things are going well for him as his first year as principal.  The newsletter 
implemented this school year has been receiving positive feedback.  

Mrs. Schipper and Mr. Henrekin highlighted the leadership conference held at Agri King at which 
sixty-five middle and high school students participated.  Eddie Slowikowski, Motivational Speaker, 
facilitated the meeting.  The students were very engaged and felt the day was very valuable.  Mr. 
Slowikowski indicated he did more with this group than usual because they were the best group he has ever 
worked with.

President Portz indicated he has received positive feedback from students enrolled in the new Sports 
Data Analysis class.  Mr. Gosch reiterated the students are writing articles and not only is the content 
evaluated but also proper writing skills are assessed.  

Dr. Hogue reminded the Board of the Fall Northwest Division Dinner meeting on October 30, 2019, 
in Winnebago.  The topic is the Postsecondary and Workforce Readiness Act and Dr. Hogue will be one of 
the speakers.  Mary Simmons will also be honored as Master Board Member.

Dr. Hogue reported on the Annual Safety meeting held on August 29, 2019.  The principals have 
been doing a lot of work fine-tuning Crisis Go.  The group elected to continue table top drills and scheduled 
another drill in January.  The administration is planning an evacuation drill that will involve students and 
teachers.  

Member Orman-Luker reported on behalf of the River Bend Educational Foundation.  Dr. Hogue 
requested funds from the Martin Estate for the New Teacher Induction Program again this year in the amount 
of $4,250.  The Treasurer’s report was reviewed in detail since this is the beginning of a new year.  The 
Foundation will begin its fund raising appeal in November.  Fund raising groups wanting to funnel funds 
through the Foundation due to the 501(c)3 status will be asked to stager fundraising appeal timeframes.  At 
the next meeting Academic Excellence Speakers will be discussed and fall mini-grant requests will be 
considered.

Dr. Hogue reported on the September 16, 2019, Building and Grounds Committee Meeting.  Chris 
Barnett, Bob Gosch, Jeffrey Hoese, Jay Ritchie, Kathleen Schipper, Gary Wolfe, and Darryl Hogue were in 
attendance.  The summer projects list was reviewed.  Many projects were completed this year in the midst of 
the CTS construction projects.  Thanks to Gary and custodial staff for all their hard work.  

Dr. Hogue reported on the September 16, 2019, Finance Committee Meeting.  Jane Orman-Luker, 
Rachel Snyder, and Darryl Hogue were in attendance.  The FY 18-19 final budget was reviewed in detail.  
Dr. Hogue reviewed the current treasurer’s report.  Last fiscal year fourth quarter payment in Transportation 
was received this fiscal year.  Future discussion will include how much 1% money the Board is willing to 
use for playground equipment at the Fulton Elementary School.  The PTO is fundraising for this project but 
may ask the district for assistance.

Mr. Hogue reported enrollment is down from 909 to 898 from last August.  The decrease is primarily 
due to a senior class of 64 graduating and a kindergarten class of only 47 enrolling.  The pre-school reported 
having seventeen students on the waiting list so numbers should increase next year.  President Portz asked 
Dr. Hogue to see if there is anyway the district could accommodate the pre-school students on the waiting 
list.
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Adam DeVoss and Jeff Pecoraro updated the Board on the summer construction projects.  They are 
very satisfied with the progress of the project.  The damaged doors that had to be replaced are now in and the 
unit ventilators that did not arrive on schedule are also now being installed. The work should be completed in 
the next two weeks.  Before and after pictures showed the extent of the work that was done.  The crews did a 
fantastic job in the ten weeks they were given to complete the project.  The principals and Dr. Hogue 
indicated CTS was very good to work with and addressed all concerns in a timely and satisfactory manner.

Dr. Hogue has contacted Norm Deets to facilitate the Strategic Planning meeting to develop the 
2020-25 plan.  A tentative date for the meeting is February 15, 2020.

Dr. Hogue presented data Superintendents are required to verify by the state for the school report card 
to be published in October.  The administration will review the data and present recommendations to the 
staff.  The Board would like Dr. Hogue to simplify the data and highlight what the district is doing well.

It was moved by Member Orman-Luker, seconded by Member Ritchie, to approve the consent agenda 
including the August 12, 2019, Regular Board Meeting Minutes, as printed; August Treasurer’s Report; and 
September Bills recommended for payment in the amount of $371,158.25, subject to audit.  Roll Call Vote:

Member Barnett, yea Member Ritchie, yea
Member Orman-Luker, yea Member Simmons, yea
Member Portz, yea

Motion Carried.

Mr. Hogue presented the FY 20 budget.  The overall projected difference in revenues and expenses is 
a negative $182,327.  

It was moved by Member Orman-Luker, seconded by Member Simmons, to approve the FY 20 budget 
with total revenues in the amount of $15,966,698 and total expenditures in the amount of $16,149,025.  Roll 
Call Vote:

Member Barnett, yea Member Ritchie, yea
Member Orman-Luker, yea Member Simmons, yea
Member Portz, yea

Motion Carried.

Dr. Hogue recommended a plan to share the revenue from Sauk with students taking dual credit 
classes taught by Fulton High School staff.   The plan will reduce the cost incrementally based on the 
number of student taking the course and the Sauk classification of students as full, reduced or free.  As 
payment from Sauk is received, tuition reduction will be applied and shared with students/parents.

It was moved by Member Orman-Luker, seconded by Member Barnett, to approve the Dual Credit 
cost sharing plan as presented.  Roll Call Vote:

Member Barnett, yea Member Ritchie, yea
Member Orman-Luker, yea Member Simmons, yea
Member Portz, yea

Motion Carried.

Dr. Hogue recommended the District assume the cost of the freshman coaches/Strength 7 
Conditioning Coach stipends.  The state has been more consistent with funding which allows the district to 
pay the stipends in lieu of the River Bend Athletic Boosters.  This will be a year to year payment and the 
district may need to ask the Boosters to reconsider in the future.
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It was moved by Member Orman-Luker, seconded by Member Barnett, to approve the District resume 
paying the Freshman Coaches/Strength & Conditioning Coach Stipends for the 2019-20 school year and 
review on an annual basis.  Roll Call Vote:

Member Barnett, yea Member Ritchie, yea
Member Orman-Luker, yea Member Simmons, yea
Member Portz, yea

Motion Carried.

Dr. Hogue recommended increasing building and grounds personnel by two hours.  The increase in 
heating/cooling units, technology, and building upkeep it is necessary to add additional help for the Director 
of Building and Grounds.  Dr. Hogue recommended adding two hours to Jason Foster, River Bend Middle 
School Night Cleaner, so he can assist with building maintenance.  The Board would be agreeable to add 
even more time to allow someone else to be trained on the operation of the equipment.

It was moved by Member Barnett, seconded by Member Ritchie, to increase the time of River Bend 
Middle School Night Cleaner, Jason Foster, by two hours.  Roll Call Vote:

Member Barnett, yea Member Ritchie, yea
Member Orman-Luker, yea Member Simmons, yea
Member Portz, yea

Motion Carried.

Mr. Hogue indicated the Policy Committee recommends approval of the first reading of select policy 
updates. 

It was moved by Member Orman-Luker, seconded by Member Ritchie, to approve the first reading of 
select policy updates:  2:110, 2:140, 2:230, 2:240, 3:10, 3:60, 4:20, 4:90, 5:35, 5:40, 5:120-E, 5:130, 5:180, 
5:310, 6:40, 6:110, 6:300-E1, 6:340, and 7:170.  Roll Call Vote:

Member Barnett, yea Member Ritchie, yea
Member Orman-Luker, yea Member Simmons, yea
Member Portz, yea

Motion Carried.

Dr. Hogue recommended approval of revision to the Building Use policy that restrict use of the 
buildings on Wednesday evenings to allow for church activities to be conducted.  

It was moved by Member Orman-Luker, seconded by Member Simmons, to approve the second 
reading and adopt as policy revision to board policy 8:20.  Roll Call Vote.

Member Barnett, yea Member Ritchie, yea
Member Orman-Luker, yea Member Simmons, yea
Member Portz, yea

Motion Carried.

Dr. Hogue informed the Board the annual posting of salary information on the web page requires 
board action.  

It was moved by Member Orman-Luker, seconded by Member Ritchie, to approve posting the 2019-
20 projected administrative compensation report and the 2018-19 Teacher and Educational Support 
Compensation report on the webpage.  Roll Call Vote:
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Member Barnett, yea Member Ritchie, yea
Member Orman-Luker, yea Member Simmons, yea
Member Portz, yea

Motion Carried.

Dr. Hogue recommended approval of the Activity Fund Surety Bonds for designated employees.

It was moved by Member Barnett, seconded by Member Simmons, to approve the District Activity 
Surety Bonds for district secretaries at an annual premium of $300 as prepared and presented by Nixon 
Insurance Company.  Roll Call Vote:

Member Barnett, yea Member Ritchie, yea
Member Orman-Luker, yea Member Simmons, yea
Member Portz, yea

Motion Carried.

Dr. Hogue recommended approval of new activity account for the Class of 2023 at the Fulton High 
School.

It was moved by Member Orman-Luker, seconded by Member Barnett, to approve new activity 
account for the Class of 2023 at Fulton High School.  Roll Call Vote:

Member Barnett, yea Member Ritchie, yea
Member Orman-Luker, yea Member Simmons, yea
Member Portz, yea

Motion Carried.

Dr. Hogue informed the board only one bid for snow plowing was received from Jody Bielema and 
recommends approval of the bid.  Mr. Bielema has done snow removal for the schools the past several years.  

It was moved by Member Orman-Luker, seconded by Member Ritchie, to approve the bid for snow 
plowing submitted by Jody Bielema at a rate of $550 per plow and $650 per plow if eight (8) inches of snow 
or more.  Roll Call Vote:

Member Barnett, yea Member Ritchie, yea
Member Orman-Luker, yea Member Simmons, yea
Member Portz, yea

Motion Carried.

Accept gifts from the Athletic Boosters in the amount of $1,998 for Huddle Sideline, $3,500 for 
Cheer mats, and $13,500 for Freshmen coaches.  Accept gift from the Friends for Charity in the amount of 
$2,000 for milk.  Accept gifts from 1st Reformed Church in the amount of $1460.25 for Fulton Elementary 
and $796.50 for Pre-K.  Accept gift from Timken-Drives in the amount of $44,000 for the PTO playground 
equipment

It was moved by Member Orman-Luker, seconded by Member Ritchie, to accept gifts to the district as 
presented.  Roll Call Vote:

Member Barnett, yea Member Ritchie, yea
Member Orman-Luker, yea Member Simmons, yea
Member Portz, yea
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Motion Carried.

It was moved by Member Barnett, seconded by Member Orman-Luker, to approve the following 
personnel items:
 Approved Lyn Buelow as Van Driver effective September 16, 2019.
 Approved the resignation of Christina Mahoney, Paraprofessional at Fulton Elementary, effective upon 

finding a replacement.
 Approved the resignation of Stacey Collachia, Freshman Class Sponsor, effective immediately.
 Approved the resignation of Lynn Schipper, Middle School Track Coach, effective immediately.
 Approved Chris Seesser, Xavia Seesser, Mark Hughes, and Dan Portz as Assistant Volunteer Robotics 

Coach for the 2019-2020 school year.
Roll Call Vote:

Member Barnett, yea Member Ritchie, yea
Member Orman-Luker, yea Member Simmons, yea
Member Portz, yea

Motion Carried.

It was moved by Member Barnett, seconded by Member Orman-Luker, to move into closed session 
for the purpose of discussing matters concerning the appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, 
performance, or dismissal of specific employees of the public body and pending litigation; and discussion of 
minutes of meetings lawfully closed under the Open Meetings Act, whether for the purpose of approval by 
the body of the minutes or semi-annual review of the minutes; at 8:15 P.M.  Roll Call Vote:

Member Barnett, yea Member Ritchie, yea
Member Orman-Luker, yea Member Simmons, yea
Member Portz, yea

Motion Carried.

    It was moved by Member Barnett, seconded by Member Orman-Luker, to come out of closed session 
for the purpose of discussing matters concerning the appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, 
performance, or dismissal of specific employees of the public body and pending litigation; and discussion of 
minutes of meetings lawfully closed under the Open Meetings Act, whether for the purpose of approval by 
the body of the minutes or semi-annual review of the minutes; at 8:30 P.M.  Roll Call Vote:

Member Barnett, yea Member Ritchie, yea
Member Orman-Luker, yea Member Simmons, yea
Member Portz, yea

Motion Carried.

The next Regular Board Meeting will be held Monday, October 21, 2019, at 6:30 P.M., at the River 
Bend District Office.

It was moved by Member Barnett, seconded by Member Simmons, to adjourn the meeting at 8:40 
P.M.  Voice vote, all yea, motion carried.
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_______________________________ ________________________________
Dan Portz, President Eric Fish, Secretary  
Board of Education Board of Education
River Bend Unit District #2 River Bend Unit District #2
Whiteside County Whiteside County


